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Learning New Words from Context
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Presentation Notes
Activity B

Ask students if anyone knows what a context clue is. If no one knows, or if their answer is incomplete, explain that sometimes you can determine the meaning of a new word by looking for clues in the surrounding text (like a detective!). These clues are called context clues.

Have students turn to Student Chart B.


1. The doctor reveals the bad news to the patient. She

tells the patient’he is very sick.

reveal —tell or let someone know something

2. The police gather intelligence about the car accident.

They ask many peopl

intelligence — information or news
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Activity B
Model the first sentence. Explain that you are looking for clues to the underlined word’s meaning – in this case “tell the patient” is the clue for “reveal.”
Have students work with a partner to circle the context clue in the next sentence.
Ask one or two pairs to share their response with the whole class.
Display the correct response. Students should make corrections in their Student Charts as necessary.
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3. I check over my homework carefully to assure myself

that there are no mistakes. I wan that I have

done it right.

assure —be certain about something
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Presentation Notes
Activity B
Have students work with a partner to circle the context clue in the next sentence.
Ask one or two pairs to share their response with the whole class.
Display the correct response. Students should make corrections in their Student Charts as necessary.
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4. The students are not sure of the significance of the chart.

They ask their teacher abouof the chart.

significance — the _Meaning of something

5. She dances with abandonment. She lets her

& abandonment — letting your emotionstake over completely ’ )¢
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Presentation Notes
Activity B
Have students work with a partner to circle the context clues in the next sentences.
Have pairs talk about what they think the words mean. 
Ask one or two pairs to share their responses with the whole class.
Display the correct responses. Students should make corrections in their Student Charts as necessary.
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6. After the hard tennis match, Greg had great physical

tirednessas very tired.

physical —has to do with your bOdy



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity B
Have students work with a partner to circle the context clue in the final sentence.
Have pairs talk about what they think the word means. 
Ask one or two pairs to share their response with the whole class.
Display the correct response. Students should make corrections in their Student Charts as necessary.
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