
Colorín Colorado: 
Your One-Stop Shop for 

Supporting ELLs and Their Families

Download this presentation: 
http://www.colorincolorado.org/tesol-2018



WETA Learning Media Websites



 Recommended Resource

You Are Welcome Here: 
American Educator, Winter 2017-18

https://www.aft.org/ae/winter2017-2018
https://www.aft.org/ae/winter2017-2018


 Recommended Resource

All In! How Educators Can Advocate 
for English Language Learners

http://www.colorincolorado.org/guide/all-how-educators-can-advocate-english-language-learners
http://www.colorincolorado.org/guide/all-how-educators-can-advocate-english-language-learners


Why is it called Colorín
Colorado?

¡Y colorín colorado, este cuento se ha 
acabado!













 Recommended
Resource

Subscribe to weekly 
ELL news headlines

http://www.colorincolorado.org/newsletters


Information on Special Populations:

•Newcomer Students

•Students with Interrupted Formal Education

•Unaccompanied Children & Youth

•Refugee Students

•Migrant Farmworker Students & Families

•Internationally Adopted Children

•Long-Term ELLs

Photo courtesy of AFOP.org

http://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-basics/special-populations


 Recommended
Resource

ELL Resources by 
State:

• ELL Standards
• Seal of Biliteracy Links
• AFT/NEA Affiliates
• TESOL Affiliates

http://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-basics/state




 Recommended
Resource

Cognate Resource
Section & Tips

http://www.colorincolorado.org/using-cognates-ells
http://www.colorincolorado.org/using-cognates-ells




 Recommended Resource

“The non-linguistic nature of many primary sources can be very inviting to 
English learners. Students can examine paintings, prints, photographs, 
music, maps, films and other rich historical artifacts. These artifacts can help 
students access their prior knowledge and/or build background knowledge 
of the content being taught in the classroom.”

– Areli Schermerhorn

Primary Sources, the Library of Congress, and English Learners
by Areli Schermerhorn

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/primary-sources-library-congress-and-english-learners


 Recommended
Resource

Academic Language 
Resource Section

http://www.colorincolorado.org/academic-language




 Recommended Resource: Our Most Popular Article!

Language Objectives: The Key to Effective Content Area 
Instruction for English Learners by Jennifer Himmel

“What do general education 
classroom teachers need to do in 
order to support the academic 
English development of language 
learners, especially when English 
learners are one of many types of 
students they serve?”

– Jennifer Himmel

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/language-objectives-key-effective-content-area-instruction-english-learners


Writing language objectives
Featuring Dr. Cynthia Lundgren of WIDA

Recommended Video

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/language-objectives-key-effective-content-area-instruction-english-learners#h-video-clip-language-objectives


 Recommended
Resource

ELL Family Outreach 
Resource Section

http://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-family-outreach


Books for Kids: 100+ Booklists

http://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors/books-kids


Lots of bilingual books!



Books for Young Adults: 45+Booklists

http://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors/books-young-adults


Books for Professionals: 20+Booklists

http://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors/books-professionals


Resources About Multicultural Literature



We celebrate Día! 

 Recommended Resource

• Día Resource Page: Tips, Videos, and 
More!

• Día in the Classroom: 8 Ideas for Teachers

http://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors/literacy-calendar/dia
http://www.colorincolorado.org/sites/default/files/Dia_Ideas_for_Teachers.pdf


How Can Parents Use Colorín Colorado?

Bilingual (Spanish/English) information about:

• reading

• school-family partnerships

• the U.S. educational system

• book recommendations

• public libraries

 Recommended Resource

For Families Section

http://www.colorincolorado.org/families


 Recommended Resource

Multilingual Reading Tip Sheets for Parents: 
• Ages 0 – 3rd grade
• 11 languages – more coming soon!

http://www.colorincolorado.org/reading-tip-sheets-parents








 Recommended Resource

Bilingual Tip Sheets:

• Parent Teacher Conferences
• How to Help Your Child at Home
• Using the Library

http://www.colorincolorado.org/guides-toolkits




Recommended Video

Becky Corr: An ELL Course Based on Colorín Colorado 

http://www.colorincolorado.org/video/becky-corr-ell-course-based-color%C3%ADn-colorado-part-ii


Recommended Video (New!)

Susan Lafond: Tips on Collaboration / Professional 
Development + ELL Strategies

http://www.colorincolorado.org/videos/meet-experts/susan-lafond


Recommended Video

ELL Classroom Video Library

• Classroom videos
• Related strategies & classroom materials
• Teacher reflection videos
• Researcher reflection

http://www.colorincolorado.org/videos/classroom-video


Recommended Video

Toddling Toward Reading: Bilingual Maestros

http://www.readingrockets.org/shows/launching/toddling


 Recommended Resource

ELL Starter Kit

http://www.colorincolorado.org/guide/ell-starter-kit-educators


 Recommended Resource

AFT Toolkit for Teachers

http://www.colorincolorado.org/guide/aft-toolkit-teachers-reaching-out-hispanic-parents-english-language-learners


FREE Monthly E-newsletter

For Educators Featuring: 

• News from the ELL Field

• ELL Strategies

• Books and Authors

• Recommended 

Resources

• New Research Reports
• New Content on Colorín 

Colorado

 Recommended Resource

Subscribe to our newsletter

http://www.colorincolorado.org/newsletters


What’s new?

Photo credits: Victor Tam.



New Facebook Live interview series!

http://www.colorincolorado.org/colorin-colorado-facebook-live




Recommended Video

Why positive body language matters when working with ELLs

https://youtu.be/-PHNb60Ibw8


Recommended Video

An ELL who grew up to become a teacher remembers his first day 
of school

https://youtu.be/mOwXPgJosbc


Coming soon!

Two great interviews 
with author Hena Khan!



Recommended Video

Interview with Juan Felipe Herrera

http://www.colorincolorado.org/videos/meet-authors/juan-felipe-herrera


Recommended Video

Helping Destiny Find a “Just Right” Book

http://www.colorincolorado.org/classroom-video/helping-destiny-find-just-right-book


Recommended Video

ELLs Belong to All of Us: The Role of ESOL Specialists 
in Collaboration

http://www.colorincolorado.org/classroom-video/ells-belong-all-us-role-esol-specialists-collaboration


 Recommended Resource

“Understanding giftedness among culturally diverse learners will require a 
new lens.”

– Ruslana Westerlund & 
Kristina Robertson

Eight English Learner Myths for Administrators by Ruslana 
Westerlund & Kristina Robertson

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/eight-english-learner-myths-administrators


 Recommended Resource

“It's a good idea to first increase your awareness of the leadership skills you 
already possess and then build upon those skills to make positive changes 
occur for ELLs.”

– Diane Staehr Fenner

You Are Already a Leader: Identifying Your Leadership Skills on 
Behalf of ELLs by Diane Staehr Fenner

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/you-are-already-leader-identifying-your-leadership-skills-behalf-ells


 Recommended Resource

Minnieville’s Amazing Race: Article and Video

Photo credit: Minnieville Elementary School.

“When we have relationships with 
families, the technical details take 
care of themselves.”

– Nathaniel Provencio

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/amazing-race-building-community-minnieville-elementary-school


 Recommended Resource

“Every staff member in our school is a reading teacher. Period.”

– Principal Nathaniel Provencio

The PRESS-In Model: Turning All Students into Readers by 
Minnieville Elementary School Staff

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/press-model-turning-all-students-readers


 Recommended Resource Sections

Multilingual resources related to current events 
such as:

• Natural disasters 
• School violence
• Crises in communities

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/helping-children-after-natural-disaster
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/15-tips-talking-children-about-school-violence
http://www.colorincolorado.org/teaching-ells/creating-welcoming-classroom/creating-welcoming-environment-ells-and-immigrant


Updated resource 
section: Serving & 
Supporting 
Immigrant Students

Highlights:

• Updated resources & research

• Examples of what schools are doing around the 

country

• Information on social/emotional support & trauma



 Recommended Resources

Strategies for Supporting Immigrant Families: Ideas from 
Educators

http://www.colorincolorado.org/strategies-supporting-immigrant-families-ideas-educators


 Recommended Resource

“We are trying to find answers 
for students and families we 
care deeply about.”

Finding Answers for Our Immigrant Students and Families: An ELL 
District Leader’s Perspective

Strategies include:
• Reviewing and revising enrollment forms/procedures
• Forming community support teams
• Developing partnerships with local police divisions
• Writing letters of support for immigrant families

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/finding-answers-our-immigrant-students-and-families-ell-district-leaders-perspective


 Recommended Resource

Writing letters of support for immigrant families: Example and 
guidance

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/finding-answers-our-immigrant-students-and-families-ell-district-leaders-perspective#letters


 Recommended Resource

“Our training was an eye-opener for many who attended. The district's 
Coordinator of Social Workers attended and relayed that immigration 
trauma and stress would be put on her agenda for the next district mental 
health meeting.”

– Sarah Fladwood-Hadley

All Hands On Deck: Creating Immigrant Support Teams in Topeka by 
Sarah Fladwood-Hadley

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/all-hands-deck-creating-immigrant-support-teams-students-topeka


 Recommended Resource

Keep Asking Until Someone Responds: How a Small Question Had a 
Big Impact

“I was affirmed in my instinct that I had to keep talking to everyone I could in 
any kind of leadership position in order to try to serve my students 
well. Everyone knew that I was acting out of concern for my students, so 
they were open to talking with me. My persistence eventually got me both 
the audience, and information, I needed.”

– Teacher of Immigrant Students

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/keep-asking-until-someone-responds-how-small-question-had-big-impact


 Recommended Resource

Getting to Know Our Families’ Cultural and Social Assets: The View 
from Dearborn, MI by Nadra Shami

Testimonial after EL PD:

“A huge thank you and shout out to 
[the district EL team] for a critical, 
moving, emotional PD on refugees, 
Cultural Proficiency and responsive 
teaching. It was fabulous. It was 
important. It was wrenching. It was 
heartbreaking. We have no idea how 
much we have to be thankful for.”

– Shared by Nadra Shami

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/getting-know-our-families%E2%80%99-cultural-and-social-assets-view-dearborn-mi


 Recommended Resource

Using a Strengths-Based Approach with ELs: Supporting 
Students Living with Trauma, Violence and Chronic Stress 
by Debbie Zacarian, Lourdes Álvarez-Ortiz, and Judie Haynes

“Many English language learners who have experienced 
or are experiencing trauma, violence, or chronic stress 
are demonstrators of great tenacity and 
determination. ”

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/using-strengths-based-approach-els-supporting-students-living-trauma-violence-and-chronic


 Recommended Resource

Lessons from Postville: How an Immigration Raid Changed a 
Small Town and Its Schools by Joy Minikwu

Photo credit: Iowa Public Radio and Sandhya Dirks

“In all challenges, there are always positives if 
you look hard enough. Communities came 
together to help the people who needed extra 
support. Our school district has been fortunate 
to continue to have the opportunity to get to 
know all the diverse cultures that are here and 
be able to work with them.”

– Joy Minikwu 

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/lessons-postville-how-immigration-raid-changed-small-town-and-its-schools


 Recommended Resource

Building Bridges Through Storytelling: What Are Your 
Students’ Stories? by Laura Grisso

“It was at that point that I 
saw a sad and bewildered 
realization in the eyes of my 
friend. He truly did not know 
of the reality in which so 
many students and families 
now find themselves.”

– Laura Grisso

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/building-bridges-through-storytelling-what-are-your-students-stories


 Recommended Resource

8 Tips to Protect ELLs from Bullying in Your Classroom and 
School by Language Lizard

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/8-tips-protect-ells-bullying-your-classroom-and-school


 Recommended Resource

Dreamers & DACA: Information for Schools

• What is DACA?
• Meet Teachers with DACA
• Mental Health Resources
• Related News Headlines
• Related Booklists

http://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-basics/special-populations/daca


 Recommended Resource

Teachers as Allies: Transformative Practices for Teaching 
DREAMers & Undocumented Students

See related video interviews with the 
co-editors of the book: 

• Anne Marie Foerster Luu
• Lori Dodson

https://www.tcpress.com/teachers-as-allies-9780807758861
http://www.colorincolorado.org/videos/facebook-live-series/why-building-relationships-ells-matters-event-archive
http://www.colorincolorado.org/videos/facebook-live-series/social-emotional-support-immigrant-students-event-archive


 Recommended Resource

Classroom Resources & Booklists on Immigration

http://www.colorincolorado.org/immigration/curriculum


 Recommended Resource

Video clip: What if the Gingerbread Man’s mother gets arrested?

https://youtu.be/OxYvaZctZEE


 Recommended Resource

Video: Educators Reflect on Maslow’s Hierarchy of Need

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoU659hwTdDblDpPuw-bTx4nu9WW_Lomu


 Recommended Resource

Webinar: How School/District Leaders Can Provide 
Social/Emotional Support for Immigrant Students (3/14/18)

• Lydia Breiseth, Director of Colorín Colorado

• Nathaniel Provencio, Principal of Minnieville Elementary School (VA)

• Kristina Robertson, EL Program Administrator, Roseville Public Schools 
(MN)

http://www.colorincolorado.org/share-my-lesson-webinar-how-schooldistrict-leaders-can-provide-social-and-emotional-support


 Recommended Resource

The Impact of Immigration Enforcement Policies on Teaching and 
Learning in America’s Public Schools: Research Reports & Webinar

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/the-impact-immigration-enforcement-policies-teaching-and-learning-americas-public-schools


 Recommended Resource

Reflection Questions for Teachers and Students: A School Year Like 
No Other by Lydia Breiseth

“It’s an opportunity to take a 
deep breath and think about how 
to best direct your energies, as 
well as to think about what 
teaching coach Elena Aguilar calls 
your ‘impact on systems.’”

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/reflection-questions-teachers-and-students-school-year-no-other


 Recommended Resource

Resource Section: Special Education and ELLs

• Challenges in Special Education Identification for ELLs

• Myths and Misconceptions

• Bilingual Education

• Policy and Guidelines

• The Role of Language

• The Importance of Student Background

• When Students Struggle with Reading

http://www.colorincolorado.org/school-support/special-education-and-english-language-learners


 Recommended Resource

A Hidden Language: Supporting Students Who Speak Mixtec by 
Katrina Kickbush and Anna Kirkness

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/hidden-language-supporting-students-who-speak-mixtec


 Recommended Resource

A Word Beginning with “T”: “Maestra” by Else V. Hamayan, 
Barbara Marler, Cristina Sánchez-López, Jack S. Damico

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/word-beginning-t-maestra


Recommended Video

Community Schools and ELLs Video Project

http://www.colorincolorado.org/videos/classroom-videos/community-schools-and-ells




Professional Development Ideas

Staff Training & 
Orientation

Faculty Meetings

Newsletters and 
E-Mail

Informal 
Collaboration

Grade-Level and 
Department Meetings

Book Club

Other?



Parent Outreach Ideas

Back-to-School 
Night

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences

Literacy 
Workshops

After School 
Programs

Parent 
Workshops

Newsletters



How you can stay up to date and help 
spread the word:

 Join us on Facebook or Twitter
 Share resource on Pinterest
 Hold a workshop or event 
 Use materials in training
 Post links
 Send e-mails
 Tell parents



Lydia Breiseth, Director | lbreiseth@weta.org

mailto:lbreiseth@weta.org

